
Course #14F000F
World War I:

An Unanticipated Disaster

 Th e course begins with an examination of 
the major causes of W.W.I., and the expectations 
and realizations of the war from viewpoints in 
Vienna, Belgrade, London, Paris, St Petersburg and 
Washington. 
 Examination of the war’s tedium and killing 
fi elds including descriptions of life in the trenches, 
new warfare technology, and successes and failures of 
various battle plans and tactics will follow. 
 Th en we will review the war by year, 
from mobilization in August 1914 to Armistice 
on November 11, 1918 including major battles, 
prominent personalities, and the evolving new 
realities on the Battle Field and Home Front of all the 
participants.
 War myths, monuments, and memories; 
along with the 1919 Paris Peace Conference and 
Treaty of Versailles; with the resulting seismic 
societal post-war changes in everyday perceptions 
and international relations will be examined.     
 Finally, the class will be asked to discuss the 
question: Did the 20th Century experience two World 
Wars or just one on-again, off -again continuous 
Th irty Year War from 1914 to 1945?
TOM SIMON came to the Upper Valley from Cincinnati 
in 1985. His education includes an A.B. from Brown 
University and M.A. in American History from Xavier 
University. Tom has been an Osher@Dartmouth study 
leader since 1994, having presented more than 25 diff erent 
courses. He is a past President of Osher@Dartmouth, a 
life member of the YMCA Camp Coniston Board, and 
the current Treasurer of Shaker Bridge Th eatre’s Board 
of Directors.

8 weeks, 9:00 – 11:00 AM
September 16 through November 4, 2014
D.O.C. House
Course Fee: $55

WeekdayTuesday
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Course #14F000F
Meet the ‘Stans From Central Asia

 “Meet the ‘Stans from Central Asia” traces 
the political, cultural, economic and military history 
of today’s fi ve Central Asian states: Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 
We will learn about their evolution from a nomadic 
cattle-rearing society to the modern era of launching 
spacecraft  and what has remained largely unchanged 
at the core.
 Using readings, outside speakers, videos, 
and photographs, each of the fi ve nations will be 
discussed, starting with its development in the fi nal 
years of the USSR, then with its leap to independence 
and subsequent years of nation building. 
 Students should leave this course with a better 
understanding of the heritage and recent history of 
these fi ve former Soviet republics of Central Asia 
which comprise a sprawling, politically pivotal, 
densely populated, and richly cultured area of the 
world.

C.J. SMITH served as Chief Accounting Offi  cer for 
an international mining conglomerate. Aft er a 35-year 
business and a 25-year part-time university teaching 
career, he currently is the principal associate of a 
fi nancial systems and reporting consulting fi rm and has 
been off ering courses at Osher@Dartmouth since 2011. 
He holds a B.S. degree in Accounting and Mathematics 
and an MBA in Finance.

8 weeks, 4:30 – 6:30 PM
September 16 through November 4, 2014
D.O.C. House
Course Fee: $55

WeekdayTuesday
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