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• In 1954, following Stalin’s death, Nikita Khrushchev took over supreme power 

in the Communist Party in Moscow (CPSU), after a lot of jostling with 

Vyacheslav Molotov and Lavrenti Beria for control. 

• Khrushchev’s policies allowed some freedom to non-Russians in the Party. 

• Sharaf Rashidov was named the first secretary of the Communist Party of 

Uzbekistan (CPU) in 1959. 

• Under Rashidov’s leadership the party demanded that the government give 

promince to Uzbeks in administrative and social-cultural matters. 

• In 1961, Khrushchev announced that each republic would have full national 

self-realization, share a common socialist economy & make progress towards 

amalgamation into a mature socialism. 

• Khruschev fell from power in 1964 and Leonid Brezhnev took over as head of 

the CPSU. 

• Rashidov used Khrushchev’s downfall to strengthen his power base in 

Uzbekistan. 

• Uzbekistan was the most populous republic in Central Asia and the leading 

producer of cotton in the Soviet Union. 

• An earthquake in 1966 razed almost half of Tashkent.   

o The old walled city survived.  

o Politically it brought brought adversaries together. 

• Uzbek nationalism partly thrived on resentment of Russian domination. 

o Moscow decided to give 20% of new apartments to Russian workers 

who came to rebuild Tashkent. 

o The city became 2/5ths Russian. 

• Rebuilt Tashkent emerged as the fourth most populous Soviet City 

o Vast spaces, broad avenues, trolley buses and tramlines, and 

enormous parks were built.   
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o Many fountains were constructed to take into account Uzbeks’ love of 

running water. 

o A museum dedicated to Ali Sher Navai, the most celebrated 16th 

century poet of the Turkic peoples was constructed. 

• By 1969, a new generation of Uzbeks had grown up through Soviet 

education, and they tried to rediscover their national & cultural roots.  Their 

quest led them to Islam. 

• During the 1960’s. the government controlled Islamic Administration didn’t 

satisfy the rising interest in Islam, so unofficial Islamic sects grew. 

• Tashkent came to reflect emergent nationalist and religious consciousness 

among Uzbeks. 

• Brezhnev ended the excesses of anti-religious propaganda initiated by 

Khrushchev and implemented a program of restoring religious monuments. 

• In 1968, a Muslims of the Soviet Union magazine was started.  Central Asian 

Muslims were encouraged to make the annual hajji pilgrimage. 

• Encouraged by the state, Shaikh Ziauddin Babkhan organized an 

international Islamic conference in Tashkent in 1970. 

• During the 1970’s, except for the intelligentsia, there were not many believers. 

• In early 1979, an Islamic regime emerged in Iran. 

Moscow’s Afghan Campaign 

• The CPSU launched a military action in Afghanistan in 1979. 

o Intervention to help Afghanistan foil conspiracies by US CIA, pro-American 

Pakistan and Islamic Iran. 

o Killed the radical Afghan leader, Hafizullah Amin and installed Babrak 

Karmal, a moderate, as president. 

o Leaders of Central Asia backed the Russian action. 

• Tashkent was the regional communications center of the Red Army, and air 

bases in Uzbekistan were used to bomb targets in Afghanistan. 
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• Ternez, Uzbekistan was used as the main entry point for Soviet ground troops 

into Afghanistan because it had the sole, sturdy iron bridge (“Friendship 

Bridge) across the Oxus River.  Extremely well protected bridge. 

• As Soviet build-up in Afghanistan grew during the mid-1980s, the importance 

of the Central Asian republics to provide men, materials and logistical back-up 

also grew. 

• Moscow decided to include a high proportion of Uzbek, Tajik and Turkmen 

troops in the Afghan units. 

• US government intensified anti-Soviet campaign, giving material and military 

aid to Islamic groups of Afghanistan. 

o Saudi Arabia followed Washington’s lead. 

o Muslim Communist leaders of Central Asia countered this by an intensified 

effort to root out underground Islamic organizations. 

• On the political-diplomatic front, the Kremlin failed to win the backing of any of 

the Muslim spiritual heads on the Afghan issue. 

Anti-Corruption Drive 

• In mid-1980s, public attention turned to increasing corruption in Uzbekistan. 

• Brezhnev’s successor, Yuri Andropov, mounted a campaign in late 1982 to 

improve labor efficiency and curtail corruption throughout the Soviet Union. 

• A Soviet reconnaissance satellite photographed barren plots in Uzbekistan 

that were supposed to be cotton fields.  Moscow had invested much capital in 

the cotton fields. 

o Most of the investment was in irrigation channels to improve the cotton 

yield.  This resulted in Uzbekistan draining half the waters of the Oxus 

River, which fed the landlocked Aral Sea.  This resulted in the 

shrinkage of the Aral Sea. 
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o With no crop rotation, there was irreversible soil exhaustion, which was 

countered with increasing amounts of chemical fertilizers, which, in 

turn caused much pollution and health problems among cotton pickers. 

o Soviets introduced more and more machinery to replace picking by 

hand. 

• Central Asian anti-corruption drive led by Geidar Aliyev, member of the 

Politburo. 

o Aliyev was not successful in Uzbekistan, because Rashidov was not 

cooperative. 

o After Rashidov’s death in 1983, Aliyev was able to investigate 

allegations against him and his aides. 

o Charges were wide-spread bribery and nepotism, and large-scale 

embezzlement of cotton production funds. 

• Inamjan Usmankhojayev, Rashidov’s successor, pursued the anti-corruption 

drive and used every opportunity to highlight failures of the Rashidov era. 

The Gorbachev Period 

• Mikhail Gorbachev took over command of the CPSU upon the death of 

Konstantin Chernenko, who served only one year after succeeding Andropov 

in 1985. 

• Usmankhojayev became bolder under Grobachev’s leadership 

o Of the 12 members of CPU’s Politburo, 10 lost their positions. 

o Ethnic Uzbeks lost their majority in the Politburo. 

o One was Vahabjan Usmanov who had been minister of cotton-ginning 

and was later convicted of bribery and kick-backs, and sentenced to 

death in 1986. 

• With the relaxation of press censorship in 1987, the Moscow press were in 

the forefront of exposing corruption in Uzbekistan, which portrayed a negative 

image of Uzbeks among Soviet citizens. 
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• Extensive purges and investigations weakened the Uzbek party and 

administration. 

o The scandal and purges left the Uzbek majority populace confused. 

cynical and less trusting. 

o Moscow press continued to portrait Uzbeks in a negative way, even 

though most of the kickbacks had gone to Moscow. 

• The crackdown stimulated resistance to Moscow, created grievances which 

were exploited by the opposition and reawakened religious feelings. 

• Uzbeckistan was the single most important Soviet republic in terms of Islam. 

• The CPU tightened up the requirement of atheism for party members, 

expelling people for participating in religious rituals.  Membership in the party 

fell about 10%. 

• The anti-religious drive lost much of its force and in 1988 the Russian press 

was stressing the significance of adopting Christianity in Russia, although it 

still called Islam backward and reactionary. 

• Early in 1988, Gorbachev agreed with Afghanistan to begin withdrawing 

Soviet troops.  By February 1989, the Soviets had withdrawn from 

Afghanistan. 

• Nishanov replaced Usmankhojayev as first secretary in Uzbekistan in January 

1988.  Usmankhojayev was arrested and convicted on corruption charges. 

• The continual purges and corruption misdeeds devastated the CPU faithful 

and created an environment conducive to rise of opposition groups. 

o Uzbecks turned to religion. 

o Many returned to Islam. 

o This worried the party and the government. 

o They initiated an atheism propagandist campaign, which failed. 

• The old merchant class of the bazaar also came under rising Islamic faith. 

o Religious charities sprang up. 
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o The traders were a significant part of a January 1989 demonstration 

against the leader of the CPU Central Muslim Directorate, Sharnsuddin 

Babakhan. 

o They accused him of drinking alcohol and mixing with women which 

made him unfit for the high religious office. 

• Shaikh Muhammad Sadiq Muhammad Yusuf replaced Babakhan. 

• December 1988 – growing nationalism resulting from concern about high 

unemployment caused friction between majority Ubeks and ethnic minorities. 

• June 1989 – Uzbeck violence against Meskhetian Turks resulted in 200 

deaths and over 160,000 homeless. 

• Gorbachev acted swiftly, removed Nishanov and named relative outsider 

Abduganiyevich Karimov to head CPU. 

Karimov at the Top 
• Gorbachev expected Karimov to reverse the trend towards the opposition 

movement, Birllik Halk Harakiti, which gained ground due to continued 

scandals and the violence against the Turks. 

• Karimov banned public meetings and slowed down the democratic process to 

avert further outbreaks of inter-ethnic violence. 

• Birlik wanted Uzbek to become the national language and took up the cause 

of welfare of Uzbek draftees in the Soviet Military.  It attracted Uzbek 

nationalists and adherents of pan-Turkism and Islamism. 

• Karimov took the offensive, highlighting the plight of the citizens and blaming 

it on the Kremlin.  He issued a decree giving land for private homes and 

cattle-grazing to members of cooperative farms. 

• He coordinated with the Islam mufti in a propoganda campaign against the 

radical Islam groups.  There was much in the press about Mohammed and 

Islamic history. 
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• CPU offered freedom of religion and legal rights for believers as its platform 

for the Uzbek Supreme Soviet elections of March 1990.  Birlik did not have 

status as a political party, so CPU won with a near monopoly in the chamber. 

• April 1990, Salih and two other Birlik leaders left and started the Democratic 

Party of Erk to oppose the CPU. 

• June 1990 – Karimov proposed the idea of Uzbekistan as a sovereign 

republic with Uzbek as the official language.  The Congress replaced all of the 

Politburo members except Karimov. 

• Uzbek leaders and journalists argued that unrealistic Moscow cotton 

production targets led to fabrication of output figures.  They also argued that 

corruption was sustained with the cooperation of high officials in Moscow.  

And finally they claimed that the central party planners failed to expand 

Uzbekistan textile industry. 

• Karimov ended the pattern of continuous purges within the CPU. 

• The government responded to Birlik claims by cutting the number of 

conscripts in Turkistan and rising the number assigned to regular units.  

Uzbek was proclaimed the state language over a seven year transition period. 

• 1990 saw changes in Moscow as well.  Gorbachev got elected president of 

the Soviet Union.  Yeltsin got the Russian parliament legislation placed above 

the Soviet Union. 

• Karimov followed this by making the same changes to the CPU, declaring 

sovereignty and giving primacy to Uzbek laws over Soviet laws.  He also 

elected himself executive president of Uzbekistan. 

Independent Uzbekistan 

• Karimov blamed central economic planning and Moscow for the economic 

problems in Uzbekistan.  He also cooperated with Mufti Yusuf to marginalize 

the militant Islamic tendency, represented by the new Islamic Renaissance 

Party (IRP). 
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• The IRP aimed to obtain concessions and religious freedoms for Musllims 

equal to those given by Gorbachev to the Russian Orthodox Church.  The 

KGB labeled the IRP as a fundamentalist body funded by Saudi Arabia. 

• In Uzbekistan the IRP took political activity to establish Islam as the Muslim 

way of life in that country.  Karimove and Mufti Yusuf countered through 

official forums such as the official mosque and the refurbished CPU, as well 

as the state-controlled broadcast media. 

• In July 1991 violence between Tajiks and Uzbeks in Uzbekistan increased 

inter-ethnic tensions. 

• Karimov and other Central Asian leaders pushed hard for local control over 

economic resources, foreign trade and hard-currency earnings.  Their 

success in this matter help lead to a coup against Gorbachev in August 1991. 

• Karimov favored the coup, but once it collapsed, he quickly fell in line with 

other constitutionalists, by announcing the CPU was breaking away from the 

CPSU, following the lead of the Baltic republics. 

• 31 Aug 91 – Uzbekistan Supreme Soviet passed the act of independence, 

setting out constitutional law and basic principles of sovereignty. 

• 02 Sep 91 – Gorbachev and 12 constituent republics agreed to transform 

Soviet Union into confederation with a strong center.  Everyone except 

Akayev of Kyrgyzstan backed the plan. 

• CPU dissolved and reformed as People’s Democratic Party (PDP), taking 

over the assets of the CPU. 

• Karimov announced that the PDP would control recruitment  and ensure joint 

control over Soviet military activities in Uzbekistan. 

• The PDP benefited from ethnic divisions, proclaiming itself the only authority 

that could prevent inter-ethnic violence. 

• Intense negotiations in Moscow to settle the shape of the confederation had 

little success.  Yeltsin unfolded a radical economic and political program, and 
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accelerated the process of political-economic liberalization for the 

confederation.   

• There was a collective decision of Russia, Ukraine and Belarus to form the 

Commonwealth of Independent State (CIS).  Leaders of the Central Asian 

republics offered to join the CIS if they were considered founding members 

also.  Once this was done the other republics joined in 1991 to dissolve the 

Soviet Union. 

1991 Presidential election and referendum on constitution 
• Karimov PDP candidate 

• Using subterfuge, Karimov’s government had blocked the candidacy of 

Abdurahman Pulatov the popular Birlik candidate 

• Opposition was lightweight Salih was allowed to run against Karimov 

• The election campaign was heavily biased towards Karimov. 

• His decree that free land was to be given to cooperative farmers made him a 

strong rural candidate. 

• He won. 

First Act of New Administration 
• Price decontrol implemented on 01 Jan 92 

• Cost of daily necessities rose overnight 

• It gravely affected those living on fixed-income or receiving grants  

• Students demonstrated for Karimov’s resignation and clashed with security 

forces 

Crisis at Universities 
• After Soviet collapse, the professors had no history, philosophy, sociology or 

political science textbooks that were not communism centered 

• Many professors retired rather than face the transition  

• Karimov treated the students with restraint so as not to upset the US 
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• Without US backing, Uzbekistan could not get access to the International 

Monetary Fund and the World Bank 

• Uzbekistan must show progress toward five objectives: 

o Accept all US-Soviet agreements 

o Respect for human rights 

o Free market economy 

o Democratic elections 

o Multi-party political system 

• Karimov temporarily curbed his authoritarian tendancy & liberalized his 

administration.  At least until Uzbekistan could get admission to the United 

Nations, IMF, World Bank, etc. 

Opposition  
• Liberal policies led to Birlik and Erk stepping up their activities 

• Also the RIP and Adalat religious groups also geared up 

Adalat 
• Breakaway faction of IRP, led by Imam Abdul Ahad, located in Namangan, a 

bastion of Islam 

• Rapid revival of Islam in Namangan area after Uzbek independence  

• Adalat wanted an immediate Islamic revolution 

Karimov Reaction to Opposition 

• Karimov’s government did little to intervene against the religious & secular 

opposition until it gained admission to the World Bank, UN, etc. & saw the 

American Embassy open in March 1992 

• Then the government went after the IRP and Adalat. 

• Next the government repressed Birlik and Erk 

• Karimov did sponsor “loyal” opposition which concentrated on fostering 

private property and enterprise 
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Karimov Consolidates Power 
• Externally, Karimov succeeded in making Uzbekistan an important player in 

foreign affairs 

• He won acceptance for his proposal for a mutual defense agreement among 

the CIS members. 

• By spring 1992 Uzbekistan signed bilateral treaty with Russia on political, 

economic, scientific & cultural relations 

• Karimov published a pamphlet with his assessment of the current situation 

and guidelines for the future. 

• The guidelines gave an ideological look to the PDP, safeguarding the basic 

elements of a welfare state during transition to a market economy 

Karimov and Islam 

• Karimov stressed the importance of Islam in domestic and external spheres 

on a cultural and moral sense 

• He reaffirmed the policy of closer ties with other Muslim countries 

• Karimov resorted to referring to his first name “Islam” 

• He allowed the state TV channel to air a weekly program on Islam supervised 

by Yusuf 

• He took the oath of office on the Quran   

• Karimov was also prepared to maintain a strict division between religion and 

government 

• Uzbekistan outlawed and repressed political groups based on Islam 

• Islamists organized protests against repression, the government backed 

down leaving the issue unresolved  

Islam in Tajikistan 
• In the fall of 1992, Islamic militants overthrew the pro-Communist government 

in Tajikistan 

• Thousands of Tajik refugees tried to enter Uzbekistan 
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• Karimov ordered the border with Tajikistan sealed and put the Fergana Valley 

off-limits to non-citizens 

Wahhabis 

• Government authorities associated the Fergana Valley with Wahhabis  

• They staged demonstrations in several cities demanding venues for mosques 

• Their projects involved raising funds for new mosques, teaching believers 

their ways, and the performance of Islamic rites 

• Their goal was to overthrow the Communist government in Tashkent  

• The government accused them of military training, which they refused to 

comment on 

• The Official Islamic Administration worried about the political actions of the 

Wahhabis  

• There was also a large volunteer religious organization Sawad Azam which 

collected funds to construct and repair local mosques 

Islamists in the Birlik 
• There was concern that the extremist Islams would infiltrate the Birlik pary 

• The Uzbek government outlawed the Birlik movement because it was based 

on “nationalistic and religious” principles. 

• This was done mainly to win approval of Washington and Moscow 

People’s Democratic Party 

• Karimov kept a firm grip on the single most important force in the republic. 

• Physically it had the same dominant presence as the Communist Party had 

held 

• Without Marx-Lenin ideology, it had lost its focus and was floundering 

• It was against Islam as a socio-political philosophy 

• It had to guard against alienating non-Uzbeks on one side (critical to the 

economy) and Uzbek nationalists on the other 

• Its power base eroded against the opposition Birlik and Erk movements 
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Nation Building 

• Karimov chose a historical figure to champion – Amir Timur 

o Made him “nation’s founder” even though he was not a Uzbek 

o Statues of Timur erected through Uzbekistan 

o Refurbished Gur-e-Amir Mausoleum 

o Karimov publicly revived the traditional way of life by establishing mohalla 

councils governed by elders with local authority over Uzbek traditional 

practices 

o Traditional weddings were celebrated 

“Stability is the basis for everything” 
• Economic management and countering the radical Islamic challenge were the 

prominent concerns of the government 

• Second was to project a strong Uzbek identity 

o Established the Som as unit of currency & pegged it to the US $ 

o No dual citizenship for Russians 

Islamic Challenge 

• Karimov took advantage of world events in the U.S., Russia, Afghanistan & 

East Africa to give a strong view on quashing Islamic militancy  

• His international actions were done to win approval of the U.S. and Russia 

Censorship 

• The Karimov government banned the pro-democracy Russian newspaper 

Izvestia and all other foreign publications 

• The World press was very critical of Uzbekistan under Karimov. 

• Within the republic, Karimove heavily controlled the news 

International Partnerships 
• Karimov promoted partnerships with international firms to upgrade the image 

of Uzbekistan, like supermarkets and fast food restaurant. 
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• This masked the real situation of the country’s economy and clashed with the 

life-style of its citizens 

Macro Uzbek Economy 

• Newmont, world’s largest mining corporation (from U.S.) set up joint venture 

with state owned mining company (Kominat) to mine gold, uranium, copper 

etc. 

• Gold mining was alleged to be a source of high-level corruption 

• British American Tobacco Company set up a subsidiary near Tashkent to 

produce cheap cigarettes 

• Coca Cola set up a bottling plant in the capital 

• A State-owned trading company was set up to sell cotton 

o Established as a monopoly on cotton 

o Pick to farmers regulated to be very low 

o Market brought big profits to the state while farmers remained in poverty 

Phony Multi-Party System 
• Referendum in 1995 extended Karimov’s presidency to 2000 

• He then characterized Uzbekistan as having a multi-party system 

• He sponsored two loyalist opposition parties and chose the names and 

programs for each 

o Adalat (Justice Social Democrats) 

 focused on trade unions & safeguarding workers 

o Milli Tiklanish (National Renaissance) 

 focused on Uzbek culture 

 challenging the Birlik party 

Taliban 
• The week after the Taliban took over Kabul, Central Asian leaders met to 

discussion the situation 
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• Karimov was the only Central Asian leader to send military and economic aid 

to the anti-Taliban forces  

Foreign Exchange Policy 

• 1996 – Karimov implemented a strict foreign exchange policy 

o No profits could leave Uzbekistan 

o Restricted imports 

• Uzbekistan lost foreign exchange rapidly 

• IMF closed its office and suspended credits to Uzbekistan 

Russian Ruble Collapse 
• Russia tried to open up its economy to capitalism in 1996, it resulted 

eventually into a currency collapse  

• Uzbekistan floated the Ruble and got out before the collapse 

• Karimov equated the collapse to opening up a market economy and used it 

as an example why he should not do this too 

East Africa Bombings 
• Bombings in Nairobi Kenya were linked to Osama bin Laden by the Clinton 

Administration 

• U.S. conducted missile attacks on Afghanistan  

• Karimov entered into the fray to give support to the US effort to kill/capture bin 

Laden 

Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan 
• Taliban backed organization in Uzbekistan which used its ties to Islam to 

operate without government repression 

• Wanted to stage a jihad against the regime of Karimov and start an Islamic 

state in Uzbekistan 

• Karimov’s government cracked down on all Islamics especially in Naranga 

and the Fergana Valley 

o They publicized trials of suspected Wahhabis 
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o Then stiffened laws pertaining to recognized religions – Mosques had to 

register with the government 

o Started an Islamic University as official Islamic education vehicle in 

Uzbekistan  

• The regime destroyed the IRB and drove committed Islamists out of the 

country 

• Extremist groups set off bombs in Tashkent. The government cracked down 

even more and arrested thousands of conspirators 

• The trials were well publicized and televised.  

Karimov Reelected 
• The threat of Islamic terrorism led to Karimov being elected to another term in 

2000 

• To revive the economy, Karimov revalued the Som against the US dollar.  

The Som quickly lost value against the dollar 

Strategic Partner of America 
• When George Bush began his war on terror after 11 Sep 01, the US needed 

air bases to stage troops for Afghanistan 

• Uzbekistan and Tajikistan offered air bases for US planes in exchange for 

economic aid.  Grants to Uzbekistan increased 300% 

• Karimov refused to let the US stage air strikes on Afghan targets from 

Uzbekistan 

• Uzbekistan became a close partner of the US on anti-Taliban activities 

Tightening Power Base 
• Karimov took steps to tighten his power base in Uzbekistan 

o He got his term in office extended for 2 more years & the term in office 

increased to 7 years 

o He also got the referendum to split parliament into two chambers with the 

majority of the seats in one chamber nominated by the president 
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Strategic Partnership Agreement 
• Washington would assure Uzbekistan’s security and territorial integrity 

• Uzbekistan agreed to commit to further intensify the democratic 

transformation of its society politically and economically 

• The Russians responded to these close ties by opening its own anti-terrorist 

base in Kazakhstan 

• American observers became disappointed to see no noticeable improvement 

in Uzbekistan’s human rights or political liberalization 

o Major political parties banned 

o No democratic election of parliament 

o Checks and balances on the authority of Karimov are lacking 

o Prevalence of torture in Uzbek prisons 

o Brutality is inherent in a system that relies on confessions over evidence 

o Political motivated arrests – mostly Muslims 

Human Rights Violations 
• 220 Uzbeks were killed by firing squad in 2002.  Others “died” in prison or just 

“disappeared” 

• Uzbek police had devised extraordinarily gruesome ways to torturing and/or 

killing suspects 

• UN special observers were denied access to the secret police detention 

center in Tashkent 

• Censorship was officially abolished, however: 

o Media is under strict control 

o No significant critical comment or analysis of central government policy 

• Major bazaars in Tashkent and other cities had been closed with no mention 

of it in the press 
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Tajik Factor 
• Karimov vigorously pursued a policy of Uzbekization 

o Government employees had to pass a test in Uzbek language, and non-

Uzbek speakers gradually were excluded from public service 

o Universities had to teach subjects in Uzbek language (3/5ths of the 

instructors did not speak Uzbek) 

o Tajik schools were closed & Tajik broadcasts banned 

• Samarkand and Bukhara have a larger Tajik than Uzbek population 

o Soviets did not include these cities in Tajikistan in 1939 

o Ethnic tensions have been high ever since, sometimes boiling over into 

violence  

The U.S. in Iraq 
• Karimov vocally supported the U.S. action against Saddam Hussein 

• He refrained from sending Uzbek soldiers to join the Anglo-American Iraq 

invasion 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
• Uzbekistan was to host the annual general meeting in 2003 

• Karimov used the event to impress the world 

o Luxury hotels were built, other refurbished 

o Fake store fronts were constructed to conceal vacant properties 

o Bazaars were upgraded 

Karimov’s Dream Shattered 
• In the opening session of the EBRD meeting the British and French keynote 

speakers criticized Uzbekistan on its economic policies and it failure to ensure 

progress towards democracy and human rights 

• The experience proved to be the turning point in Karimov’s policies 

o He refused to send peacekeeping troops to Iraq  
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o He began to distance himself from the Western nations and turned more 

towards Russia and China 

• Karimov met with Putin and they agreed that Russia would be a priority 

partner in economic projects 

• Karimov’s daughter was named as a counselor at the Uzbek embassy in 

Moscow 

• Uzbekistan and Russia agreed to hold joint war-games in the Uzbek 

mountains 

Ties with the U.S. 
• The U.S. was unimpressed with Karimov’s small concessions to democratic 

reform 

• However, military ties remained strong 

Bombings 
• In 2004, a Tashkent police station was bombed and two other attempts were 

thwarted 

• Karimov blamed the attacks on IMU and Al Quaeda.  The U.S. offered 

assistance to fight back 

• British Ambassador Murray questioned whether it was a terrorist attack at all 

• The government police reacted by arresting thousands of suspects and killing 

13 in armed raids 

Parliamentary Poll 
• The opposition parties, Birlik and Erk formed an alliance for the coming poll 

• However, none of the attending parties were able to get government 

regstration for the upcoming election 

• The power remained concentrated in the political elite, lead by Karimov 
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Andijan Massacre 
• On 13 May 2004, thousands of people met to voice their rage over deepening 

poverty and rising administration and business corruption 

o 12,000 government troops arrived and troops fired on unarmed civilians.  

Between 167 and 600 people were killed 

o The government claimed that the victims were all terrorists 

• Bush called for an investigation, but was faced with disagreement among his 

State and Defense Department advisor 

• In the end there was no foreign investigation into the matter  

Reelection to a 3rd Term 
• In theory there was a choice of candidates in the election of 2007, but in 

reality they all praised Karimov 

• Genuine opposition groups were banned from the election 

• Karimov won 91% of the vot 

• He vowed to improve economic conditions 

 

 

 

 


