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Soviet Era 
The Soviets took over in Turkmenistan in 

1919 and the Turkmen Soviet Socialist 
Republic was formed in 1924 

Turkmen resistance to Soviet attempts to 
settle the tribes and implement collective 
farms went on until they could no longer 
resist in 1936 

The Soviets also campaigned against religion 
and by 1941 there were only 5 mosques in 
Turkmenistan 
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Soviet Era 
Waves of Russian immigrants brought 

Soviet farming technology, especially 
for cotton. 

To counteract Turkmenistan’s arid climate 
the Soviets built the 1100km long 
Karakum Canal, bleeding the Oxus River 

This produced fertile cotton lands but 
the consequences for the Aral Sea have 
been catastrophic 
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Soviet Era 
In 1985, Saparmurat Niyazov was elected 

General Secretary of the Communist 
Party of Turkmenistan 

Although Turkmenistan was totally 
unprepared, Niyazov was forced to 
declare independence on 27 October 
1991. 
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Independence 
Niyazov renamed the Communist Party as 

the Democratic Party of Turkmenistan 
for appearances sake, then banned all 
other parties 

He then declared himself “Leader of the 
Turkmen” and began building monuments 
and statues of himself throughout the 
republic 
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Economic Promise 
Niyazov promised to tap the vast oil and 

gas reserves to create an economy 
patterned after Kuwait, with enormous 
private wealth  

Most of the profits, however, went into 
ostentatious public-works projects. 
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Multiple Personality Cults 

Started by Sapamurat Niyazov  
Called himself Turkmenbashi (father 

of the Turkmen) 
Statues of him are everywhere 
People were coerced into believing in 

Turkmenbashi by a propaganda blitz 
Even today after his death people 

believe 
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Ashgabat has many golden statues of  
former President for Life Niyazov 
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Ashgabat 
The City of White Marbles 

Turkmen Golden Age 
Niyazov placated public dissent by setting 

up enormous government subsidies to 
the citizens for gas, water and 
electricity usage  

The less benevolent side of the deal was 
his complete control of the media 
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Assassination Attempt 
A failed assassination attempt on 25 

November 2002 provided grounds for 
Niyazov complete annihilation of any 
remaining political opposition 

His outspoken chief opposition candidate, 
Boris Shikhmuradov, was tried for 
treason and is still in jail today 
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Niyazov’s Death 
Niyazov passed away on 21 December 

2006 of a massive heart attack 
He left no successor, so Deputy Prime 

Minister Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov 
grabbed power and won backing from 
Niyazov’s inner circle. 

The two men bear an uncanny resemblance 
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Berdymukhamedov’s 
Administration 

Berdymukhamedov made some small 
changes, eliminating rediculous laws put 
in by Niyazov  

Mostly, however, things remain unchanged 
He continues Niyazov’s declaration of 

neutrality and has kept radical Islam 
under wraps in his volatile region.  
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The New Era 
Berdymukhamedov has declared “The New 

Era” which replaces Niyazov’s “Golden 
Age” 

Even though monuments and statues 
remain, Niyazov is largely forgotten by 
the Turkmens 
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Future Economic Prospects 
With enormous oil and gas reserves, 

Turkmenistan has the potential to 
become a very wealthy country 

A new pipeline between China and 
Turkmenistan opened in 2009, assuring 
access to the world’s fastest growing 
economy and more economic stability  
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Polictical Prospects 
It looks less and less likely that economic 

progress will be matched by political 
reform and democratization any time 
soon 
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